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Thanksgiving Hours: Open Saturday October 8th 8am-12pm;  

Monday October 10th Weather Dependent 

Fall Burndown – Is it too late?  
As we enter the month of October, it will soon be time to put the sprayers to bed for the winter, which for some is a welcome 

relief. With consistent frost, perennial and winter annual weeds will shut down for the season and we will lose the window for fall 

weed control and cover crop termination. It’s imperative to make one more tour on your cover crop land and/or your wheat stubble 

to be sure that fields are clean heading into 2023. 
 

The foundation of a solid weed management program begins in the fall, not the spring when weeds are actively growing, 

potentially larger, and harder to eliminate. As always, multiple modes of action are highly recommended to manage the potential 

for resistance development. It’s a great time to add some Eragon, 2-4D Ester, or even a dicamba formulation to improve efficacy 

and speed up visual control before final tillage passes occur. If you’re one of the unfortunate souls dealing with glyphosate  

resistant weeds including fleabane, this is a MUST and not an option. 
 

This year we are seeing sow thistle, lambs quarters, pigweed, fleabane, etc. go to seed and increase the weed seed bank. What 

happened? How did we get here? Is this going to be a problem next year? These are the types of questions that need to be 

discussed with your agronomist to outline a detailed pesticide plan that will best fit your rotation and work to remove pesky weeds 

from the field. 
 

Keep in mind re cropping restrictions as well when choosing a tank mix partner for your glyphosate especially if growing crops 

like canola, edible beans, and vegetables. If you need help, give your agronomist a call. That’s what they are there for! 

Sustainability: Fertilizer Emission Reduction 
In December 2020, the Government of Canada released ‘A Healthy Environment and a Healthy Economy’. This plan pledges to 

reduce emissions from fertilizer by 30% below 2020 levels. The reduction in fertilizer emissions does not mean 30% less fertilizer 

used; we must use tools and strategies to reduce emissions from fertilizer on-farm. 4R Nutrient Stewardship is a great starting 

point; a science-based approach to fertilizer management that involves applying the Right Source of fertilizer at the Right Rate, 

Right Time, and Right Place. Tools like 4R Nutrient Stewardship support the government’s goal to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions while supporting crop production. 4R Climate-Smart Protocol reduces nitrous oxide emissions by 15% and allows for 

farm-specific measuring and reporting of emission reductions. There are eight growing seasons to 2030. The Holmes Agro team 

is prepared with tools and strategies to ensure you receive the support required to align with the government’s reduction plan for 

fertilizer emissions. 

Staffing Update 
We are excited to announce that Amanda Hermans has joined our agronomy team in Orangeville. Amanda started working with 

Holmes Agro in the spring supporting the seed logistics and crop scouting this summer. Amanda’s passion, enthusiasm and 

growing knowledge for agronomy gives her the tools to be an excellent account manager. She helps to provide precision ag 

support to growers as well. We look forward to introducing everyone to Amanda this fall! 
 

Will Kell has been a great asset to Holmes Agro over the years through working with customers, focusing on precision agriculture 

and dispatching the custom spray business. We wish him well in his new role working in the equipment industry and on his new 

farming operation. 
 

Please do not hesitate to call the office if you require any support or follow-up. 

Early Order Seed Draw 

As seed booklets start to land on kitchen tables this month, we will once again be running our early order seed draw for fall 2022. 

Have your seed orders submitted by November 30th, 2022, and you will be entered into a draw to receive a $500 gift card! 

Contact your agronomist for more information! 

 

***********Check www.holmesagro.com for general information and updates ********* 

 

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/climate-change/climate-plan/healthy_environment_healthy_economy_plan.pdf
http://www.holmesagro.com/


Soybean & Corn Genetic Packages 

 Part of field management plans begin in the fall when we comb through dozens of hybrids and varieties to select which ones 

to plant on our farms. While this may seem like a daunting task, there are a few key things you can ask yourself about your 

2022 crop to help you narrow down your selection for 2023. 
 

 1. Field Weed Pressure: This is a 

particularly important topic for soybean 

fields in the coming year. If you have 

noticed weed pressure climbing in your 

fields over the past few years, it may be 

time to introduce a more herbicide 

tolerant soybean variety. There now 

exist 3 key types of soybean varieties 

with herbicide tolerant traits to allow for 

a wider selection of herbicide programs 

to target difficult weeds. 
 

 2. Insect Pressure: This is a 

particularly important topic for corn fields. Understanding which 

insects are a concern for your fields will help you pick the right 

hybrids. Some hybrids only offer above ground protection for pests 

such as corn borer, while others offer both above and below ground 

to protect against corn rootworm. Certain hybrids also have the 

Viptera trait for western bean cutworm protection. 
 

 3. Disease Pressure: While 2022 may not have been as disease-

ridden as we had anticipated, more and more diseases continue to 

arise every day. There is lots of talk about tar spot resistance in 

corn and soybean cyst nematode (SCN) resistance in soybeans. 

Seed companies provide information on disease tolerance traits and scores so ensure you talk to your agronomist about these 

if you have a field prone to disease. 

Clean Farms collections are still open, with Holmes Agro accepting returns until October 15th, 2022. To keep ahead of the 

volume of recycling bags, growers must call ahead when they have jugs/bags to return. Jugs must always be triple rinsed, with 

lids and labels removed. If there is product remaining in empty jugs, the bag will be rejected as improperly cleaned jugs cannot 

be recycled. Please call the office to be directed to the drop-off area when on-site. Thanks for your participation! 

Employment Opportunities 
Want to work in an energetic and positive environment surrounded by a team of people helping you learn and grow? We’re 

hiring for the 2023 season! Visit our website to check out employment opportunities and submit your resume by email to 

WatchUsGrow@holmesagro.com or by fax at 519-941-0931, attention Michelle Lillie. #WatchUsGrow 

Upcoming Dates 
October 3-9th – Ontario Agriculture Week  

October 13th – Virtual Fertilizer Accelerating Solutions & Technology Challenge Information Session  

https://bioenterprise.ca/programs/fertilizer-accelerating-solutions-and-technology-challenge/  

October 15th – Clean Farms Collection Closed (Reopening Spring 2023) 

November 4-13th - Royal Winter Fair  

November 20, 21st – Ontario Young Farmers Forum  

 

*********** Please email laura@holmesagro.com to sign up for our e-newsletter ********* 
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Soybean Herbicide Traits Cheatsheet 
 

    

Roundup 
(Glyphosate) 

X X X X 

Liberty Link 
(Glufosinate) 

  X X 

Xtend 
(Dicamba) 

 X X  

Enlist (2,4 D 
Choline) 

   X 

Corn Herbicide Traits Cheatsheet 

 

 
 

 
Roundup 
(Glyphosate) 

X X X 

Liberty Link 
(Glufosinate) 

 X  

Enlist (2,4 D 
Choline) 

  X 

Clean Farms 2022 
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